
Franklin County Pollinator Pathway 

Second Interest Meeting 7.18.2024 

Hybrid @ Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District (FSWCD) 

Facilitators  

• Madison Wisniewski, Conservation Implementation Specialist @ FSWCD / Rain Garden Coordinator  
o mwisniewski@franklinswcd.org  

• Mikaela Mohr, Outreach Program Specialist @ FSWCD / Community Backyards Coordinator  
o mmohr@franklinswcd.org  

 

Agenda & Minutes  

Meeting Recording Link: https://youtu.be/h0VWA8E-i0Q  

Begin at 5:35pm  

• Welcome 
• Licking County Pollinator Pathway – Susan King (presentation file in Attachment A) 

o Q&A  
• General Discussion & Upcoming Events/Announcements  

End at 7:00pm 

 

Pollinator Pathway Events  

• Franklin County Pollinator Pathway will be tabling at their very first event – Columbus Arborfest!  
o Columbus Arborfest, Saturday August 24, 1-5pm @ Whetstone Park  
o https://columbusarborfest.com/  

 

Community Events & Resources  

• GRANT OPPORTUNITY! Wild Ones Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education Grant  
o Applications are open July 14 – November 15, 2024 for the 2025 planting season. This particular 

grant seeks projects that have youth engagement/education component.  
o General info: https://wildones.org/seeds-for-education/  
o Direct grant application link: https://wildones.org/seeds-for-education/sfe-application/  

• Scioto Gardens Native Plant Nursery Grand Reopening  
o Saturday July 27, 10am-6pm @ new location (2870 Curve Rd, Delaware, OH)  
o https://sciotogardens.com/event/grand-re-opening/  

• Franklin Park Conservatory’s Community Days  
o Sunday August 4 (first Sunday of every month, 10am-5pm)  

mailto:mwisniewski@franklinswcd.org
mailto:mmohr@franklinswcd.org
https://youtu.be/h0VWA8E-i0Q
https://columbusarborfest.com/
https://wildones.org/seeds-for-education/
https://wildones.org/seeds-for-education/sfe-application/
https://sciotogardens.com/event/grand-re-opening/


o Free for City of Columbus and Franklin County residents! Resources tables are also available 
on those days.  

o https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/august-community-day/  
• FSWCD Community Backyards Workshops (get your native plant rebate before they run out!)   

o August 17 – Virtual Composting Tips & Tricks on Zoom   
o https://www.communitybackyards.org/Workshop  

• Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed – Volunteer Days (invasive removals, native plantings or 
maintenance, clean ups)  

o Find events at https://www.olentangywatershed.org/?page_id=69  
• Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries – Volunteer Days (invasive removals, native plantings or 

maintenance, clean ups) 
o Find events at https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofAlumCreek/  

• Green Columbus – Find volunteer days & networking events  
o https://www.greencbus.org/events  
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https://www.olentangywatershed.org/?page_id=69
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofAlumCreek/
https://www.greencbus.org/events


Pollinator Pathway of Franklin 
County Meeting

July 18, 2024



Introductions

Madison Wisniewski
Conservation 
Implementation Specialist

Mikaela Mohr
Outreach Programs Specialist

Craig Toothman 
Central Ohio Ambassador



Susan Studer King
LickingPollinatorPathway.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for coming out today to learn about Pollinator Pathway and, hopefully, more about native plants.



A little about me







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Native plants and even leaf litter provide critical shelter and habitat, especially under keystone trees, for one or more life cycle stages of moths, butterflies, and beneficial insects.







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Against a backdrop of bad news about the severity of the ecological challenges we face, Doug Tallamy delivered a message of hope and a vision for “what now?”  The entomologist and author broke down the massive task of tackling these complex global problems into practical and straightforward steps. His message boiled down to this:  WHAT WE PLANT IN OUR YARD MATTERS to pollinators, planet and people.  His message:  “put the plants back” -specifically native plants and especially the keystone plants that support the greatest diversity of pollinators and other insects at the base of the food web. Instead of getting overwhelmed by the scope of global problems, Dr. Tallamy urged attendees to focus instead on the piece of the planet we can influence: our properties. As one of the most impactful and persuasive nature writers and thought leaders of our time, Dr. Tallamy’s message of both hope and urgent action inspired the creation of Pollinator Pathway in Licking County. 










Licking Land Trust | The Dawes Arboretum  | Licking Park District | Denison | 
The Ohio State University Newark |  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | Granville 

Public Library | Sanctuary Garden at Newark High School | Licking Soil & Water 
Conservation District | Granville Schools Sustainability Project | Ace of Clubs 4-

H | Otterbein Granville | 1500 Trees | Grange Insurance Audubon Center | Licking 
County Master Gardener Volunteers | Wild Ones Columbus | 

Licking County Community Center for 60+ Adults

LickingPollinatorPathway.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In just over a year, Pollinator Pathway  has grown into quite a powerhouse of agency partners, all working together to establish pollinator-friendly habitats —connecting private gardens and public parks and other preserves along continuous corridors.




Pollinator Pathway 
promotes native 

plant landscapes and 
works to connect 
public parks and 
private land to 

create a continuous 
corridor of 

pollinator-friendly 
habitat. 

Connecting Organizations |  Communities | Habitats

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A group of attendees decided that we too had to do something after hearing Doug Tallamy speak. 
Connecting
Organizations
Communities
Habitats 
| 




● Plant trees, shrubs & flowers that 
are native to Ohio

● Remove invasive plants
● Reduce the size of your lawn
● Adopt pollinator-friendly 

property maintenance practices

Add your property to 
the Pollinator Pathway

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We loved the collaborative spirit behind this organization and the opportunity for native plant growers like you and me, large and small, to contribute to our community’s pollinator health with these do-able practices:

Plant flowers, shrubs & trees that are native to Ohio. 

Remove invasive plants.  Noxious non-natives plants such as Bradford (callery) pear trees, garlic mustard, Japanese honeysuckle, barberry, privet can take over landscapes and invade local natural areas. 
Reduce the size of your lawn.  Lawns provide no nectar or pollen for bees, no food for butterflies, native birds, or insects, and no shelter for wildlife. Replacing even a small section of your yard with native plants, shrubs or trees can make a difference for pollinators.   Expand your foundation beds, create a pocket prairie, set aside an area that can better absorb stormwater runoff, that require polluting machines to clip them short every week, fertilizer and herbicides that run off into storm drains and into aquifers, or wasted fresh water on a crop we don't eat or use for clothing. 
Adopt pollinator-friendly property maintenance practices.  Avoid the use of chemicals, leave the leaves & wait until spring for garden clean-up in order to provide shelter & food to pollinators.




Promoting
Partner 

Organization 
Events

https://www.lickingpollinatorpathway.org/events

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Co-sponsor and amplify 

https://www.lickingpollinatorpathway.org/events


Education & 
Outreach

at Community 
Events

Pro tip: offer a lead magnet 
(free seeds or native plant!)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Co-sponsor and amplify 



● The power of a charismatic character 
as conversation starter

● Positive message framed around local 
action

● Simple, affordable (free) …and fun.
● It’s decentralized and flexible – a 

Pathway can be a single street, a 
neighborhood, community or county

● Gives people an excuse to reach 
across boundaries and talk

Pollinator Pathway: Why it works



Pollinator Pathway
Creating corridors of public and private properties that provide 

native plant habitat and nutrition for pollinators 

CONNECTING Organizations | Communities | Habitats



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s why.



Even the smallest 
pollinator plots can have 

an impact

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
.




https://youtu.be/_DRs91m4rv8?si=U821PURgQ-VYEEut

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_DRs91m4rv8
https://youtu.be/_DRs91m4rv8?si=U821PURgQ-VYEEut


Before After

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They took an existing, neglected garden and turned it into a haven for pollinators



Ace of Clubs 4- H Project

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you’re starting a garden from scratch, or re-thinking an existing garden, look what a young 4-H club did in the heart of Granville.














Seed 
Collection 



Stock 
Community 

Seed 
Libraries

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Grow Your 
Own 

Native Plants 
Workshops

7 workshops | 6 partner organizations 
Newark | Pataskala | Johnstown | Homer | Granville 



Native Plant 
Sales & 

Plant Swaps

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


The migratory monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus plexippus), known for its spectacular annual journey of up to 4,000 kilometres across the Americas, has entered the IUCN Red List Endangered, threatened by habitat destruction and climate change.



Replace with these 

Native Dogwood     Eastern Redbud      Serviceberry

Invasive 
Plant 
Awareness 



REWARD IF REMOVED
Description: highly-invasive medium-sized tree 
with stinky white flowers & messy fruit 

Last seen: invading woodlands, pastures, 
roadsides & parks 

Aliases: Callery Pear, Cleveland Select, 
Chanticleer

ILLEGAL TO PLANT IN OHIO

Bradford Pear “Bounty” Program



Creating 
Conservation 

Corridors
& 

Priority 
Pathways

https://arcg.is/0nCviL
Other example of storyMap

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The “pathways” of connected properties can be anything from back yard gardens to meadows to parklands where pollinator friendly plants exist. The dots on the map indicate the areas that Licking County landowners have already registered.


https://arcg.is/0nCviL
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36227b62cad24666977abed7045cb22d?fbclid=IwAR3EDG-wIMQCfNifmg3aZiUxHRC5KVQfFOlcfBauofygReKPE6KMXrpGX30


Licking Land Trust | The Dawes Arboretum  | Licking Park District | Denison | 
The Ohio State University Newark |  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service | Granville 

Public Library | Sanctuary Garden at Newark High School | Licking Soil & Water 
Conservation District | Granville Schools Sustainability Project | Ace of Clubs 4-

H | Otterbein Granville | 1500 Trees | Grange Insurance Audubon Center | Licking 
County Master Gardener Volunteers | Wild Ones Columbus | 

Licking County Community Center for 60+ Adults

LickingPollinatorPathway.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In just over a year, Pollinator Pathway  has grown into quite a powerhouse of agency partners, all working together to establish pollinator-friendly habitats —connecting private gardens and public parks and other preserves along continuous corridors.




● Plant trees, shrubs & flowers that 
are native to Ohio

● Remove invasive plants
● Reduce the size of your lawn
● Adopt pollinator-friendly 

property maintenance practices

Add your property to 
the Pollinator Pathway

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We loved the collaborative spirit behind this organization and the opportunity for native plant growers like you and me, large and small, to contribute to our community’s pollinator health with these do-able practices:

Plant flowers, shrubs & trees that are native to Ohio. 

Remove invasive plants.  Noxious non-natives plants such as Bradford (callery) pear trees, garlic mustard, Japanese honeysuckle, barberry, privet can take over landscapes and invade local natural areas. 
Reduce the size of your lawn.  Lawns provide no nectar or pollen for bees, no food for butterflies, native birds, or insects, and no shelter for wildlife. Replacing even a small section of your yard with native plants, shrubs or trees can make a difference for pollinators. 
Adopt pollinator-friendly property maintenance practices.  Avoid the use of chemicals, leave the leaves & wait until spring for garden clean-up in order to provide shelter & food to pollinators.








www.LickingPollinatorPathway.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Visit our website for information, events, resources and more.



Quercus (Oak) 

Native Keystone 
Species

Prunus (American Plum, chokecherry), Birch
Acer (Maple), Solidago (Ohio, zigzag 
goldenrod) 
Willow, Symphyotrichum (Asters)
Liatris (Blazing star), Asclepias (Milkweed)

NativeBaptisia (False Indigo), Trillium, Sedges
Pycnanthemum (Mountain mint), Ferns
Peonies, Daffodils, Hellebores, Hosta

Non-native
Boxwood, Ginko, Euonymous, Spirea

Bradford Pear, Barberry, Bush Honeysuckle Invasive
(escaped cultivation & 
outcompete natives)Burning Bush, Butterfly Bush, Privet, Vinca

Desirable

Undesirable

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Invasive versus aggressive
70% of your landscape should be native plants 

HOW 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The news is not good. Monarch populations have declined by 80% 

The migratory monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus plexippus), known for its spectacular annual journey of up to 4,000 kilometres across the Americas, has entered the IUCN Red List Endangered, threatened by habitat destruction and climate change.





Ian Meske

Specialist bees comprise about 25% of the bee population in Ohio.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
many native bees are also highly specialized in their relationships with specific plants, and are not generalist feeders like European honeybees. Because of such a restrictive diet, these bees are particularly vulnerable to changes in their habitat. If that plant is removed, the bee goes away. If bees are removed, the plant doesn't reproduce." Specialist bees, comprise about 25% of the bee population in Ohio.  These bees are what you would call picky eaters, preferring to forage on pollen that can mutually benefit both bees and flowers in ways like improved foraging effectiveness and efficiency, pollen digestibility, and pollination rates,

A lot of people say they are concerned about bee populations and tell me they are going to get a bee hive.  That’s like saying I care about migratory birds, so I’m going to get chickens.  

Keeping honeybees are like keeping chickens.  Native bees need our help…and one of the best ways to help is planting a DIVERSITY of native plants, with a focus on  keystone species. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Left: April 5, 2024
Right: April 26, 2023



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Toadshade trillium
Drooping trillium 









Doug Tallamy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Against a backdrop of bad news about the severity of the ecological challenges we face, Doug Tallamy delivered a message of hope and a vision for “what now?”  The entomologist and author broke down the massive task of tackling these complex global problems into practical and straightforward steps. His message boiled down to this:  WHAT WE PLANT IN OUR YARD MATTERS to pollinators, planet and people.  His message:  “put the plants back” -specifically native plants and especially the keystone plants that support the greatest diversity of pollinators and other insects at the base of the food web. Instead of getting overwhelmed by the scope of global problems, Dr. Tallamy urged attendees to focus instead on the piece of the planet we can influence: our properties. As one of the most impactful and persuasive nature writers and thought leaders of our time, Dr. Tallamy’s message of both hope and urgent action inspired the creation of Pollinator Pathway in Licking County. 








Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pollinators are in peril. You may be familiar with the decline.  You’ve probably seen headlines like these.  Perhaps you were even motivated to do something because of one of the MANY studies that document the decline of bees, butterflies, birds…and so many other species of wildlife.  

The rusty-patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis) was once common and widespread across 26 Eastern and Midwestern U.S. states and two Canadian provinces. Dramatic decline across most of its former range.





https://www.gardenswithwings.com/identify-butterfly-life-cycle
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